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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with William C. Collard on July 24, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the title : 

changed to title to -CLOSURE OPERATOR HAVING A HANDLE THAT ROTATES AS 
THE CLOSURE ROTATES-- 

changed the abstract as follows: 

A portal covering such as door or window having a handle that rotates as the door or 
window rotates. The handle Ess e nt i a ll y th i s porta l cov e ring includ e s a hand le , that is 
rotatably mounted onto the portal covering and that-drives the covering d ee^around an 
axis associated with a frame or wall. As the handle is rotated on its axis on the 
covering eovef. the covering G eve^rotates on its axis on the frame. This allows a 
Sim il ar l y, as the cover rotates about th e fram e , th e handl e rotat e s with this rotat i ng 
cover a l lowing a user to always have contact with the handle at all angles of rotation of 
the covering Gever. The rotation is accomplished through a direct drive or a g earing 
system which in this case could be in the form of a miter gear, or other bevel gears e^a 
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d i rect dr i ve linking two shafts together. Other embodiments are also possible such as 
drive mechanisms associated with a push plate, cables and pulleys, or_gear boxes T 
push plates or any othor typo of dr i vo syst e m that i noorporatos tho rotationa l movomont 
of a hand l o wh i ch translatos i nto tho rotationa l movemont of a door . 

In the claims : 
claim 1 , 

changed line 1 to -A device for covering an opening,- 
line 2, deleted "and" 

line 4, changed the last occurrence of "coupling" to --covering- 
line 7, changed "least-one" to --least one- 
changed line 12 to -a plurality of gears, with a first one of said gears coupled to 

said at least one rotatable shaft, a- 

line 13, changed "gear" to -one of said gears- and deleted the last occurrence 

of "at least one" 

line 14, changed "gear" to -one of said gears- and changed "moves" to 
-rotates- 

line 15, changed "rotates with said at least one gear rotating" to -and said first 
gear rotate- 
line 16, deleted "at least one" 

line 17, deleted "at least one" and changed "within a" to -with respect to the- 
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claim 3, 

line 2,changed "at least one bevel gear" to -a fourth one of said gears- 
claim 4, 

line 1 , inserted -additional- following "one" 

line 2, changed "at least one bevel gear selected from said plurality of to -said 
second and fourth gears are coupled to said ends of said additional rotatable shaft- 
line 3, deleted "bevel gears, . . . rotational shaft" 

claim 5, 

line 1 , deleted "at least" 

line 2, changed "one bevel" to -third- 
claim 6, 

line 2, inserted -rotatable- following "one" and changed "rotational" to 
-rotatable- 

claim 9, 

line 1 , inserted -rotatable- following "one" 
line 2, inserted -rotatable- following "additional" 
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claim 10, 

line 2, inserted -rotatable- following "one" 
claim 11, 

line 2, inserted -rotatable- following "one" 
claim 12, 

line 1, inserted -additional rotatable- following "one" 

line 2, changed "fixed bevel gear to said bevel gear coupled" to -stationary 

shaft- 
line 3, changed "additional" to -rotatable- 

claim 13, 

line 1, changed "openings having a frame in buildings" to -an opening- 
line 8, changed the last occurrence of "rotatable" to -rotational- 
line 9, changed the first occurrence of "rotatable" to -rotational- 
line 12, inserted a semi-colon following the last occurrence of "shaft" 
line 13, changed "and" to a comma 
line 14, inserted a comma following "together" 
line 15, changed "within" to -with respect to- 

line 16, deleted "door" and changed "rotates" to -and said at least one rotatable 
shaft rotate- 
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claim 14, 

line 1 , inserted a comma following "frame" 
line 3, changed "coupled to" to -mounted on- 
line 4, changed the last occurrence of "coupled to" to -mounted on- 
line 7, changed "coupled to" to -mounted on- 
line 9, changed "gear" to -of said gears- 
line 10, inserted -said plurality of gears meshing- following "shaft," and changed 
"pulls on" to -rotates- 

line 1 1 , deleted "with", changed "an" to -said- and inserted -includes an 
additional- following the last occurrence of "shaft" 

line 12, inserted -which- following "gears" and changed "a stationary" to -said- 
claim 15, 

line 1 , changed "device" to -door- 
canceled claim 16 

claim 17, 

line 1 , changed "device" to -door- 
line 2, changed "disposed within" to -coupled to- 

claim 18, 

line 1, changed "device" to -door- and changed "14" to -17- 
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changed claim 19 to the following: 

19. The door dovico as in claim 14, wherein said gear of said at least one rotatable 
shaft comprises f urther comprising at least two spur gears, with a first one of said spur 
gears at le ast one spur gear coupled to said at least one rotatable shaft and a second 
one of said spur gears at l east on e additional spur gear c oupled to a shaft extending out 
of said-at least one gear box A wherein said first at l east one spur gear meshes with said 
second at l e ast on e additional spur gear for turning which turns said gears inside said 
gear box and t urning said at least one additional rotatable shaft. 

claim 20, 

line 1 , changed "device" to --door- 
line 2, changed "create an offset for" to -offset-, changed "from" to -with 

respect- and changed "an additional" to -a- 

line 3, inserted -when- following "handle" 

claim 21, 

line 1 , changed "device" to -door- 
line 2, deleted "portion" 

claim 22, 

line 1 , changed "device" to -door- 
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line 2, changed "at least one U-shaped" to -said- 
canceled claim 23 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art 
of record, absent applicant's own disclosure, fails to teach the entire combination of 
elements set forth in the claimed invention. Specifically, the prior art of record fails to 
teach a drive means for coupling the at least one stationary shaft, said at least one 
additional rotatable shaft, and the at least one rotatable shaft together, the drive means 
for rotating the handle when the covering rotates, wherein when the covering rotates 
with respect to the frame, the at least one additional rotatable shaft and the at least one 
rotatable shaft rotate around the at least one stationary shaft using the drive means. 
See lines 13-17 of claim 13. Additionally, the prior art of record fails to teach a plurality 
of gears with at least one of the gears attached to each of the rotatable shaft, the 
additional rotatable shaft and the stationary shaft, the plurality of gears meshing so that 
when a user rotates the handle, the rotatable shaft rotates the additional rotatable shaft, 
wherein the additional rotatable shaft includes an additional gear selected from the 
plurality of gears which meshes with the gear coupled to the stationary shaft so that as 
the handle rotates the door rotates as well. See lines 9-13 of claim 14. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Strimbu whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6836. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 to 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-78&-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Gregory J. Strimou 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 
July 24, 2006 



